




Christian education is alive and well in Central America and the Caribbean
Christian education is alive and well in Central America and the Caribbean. In fact, the good news is that the Christian school movement is steadily expanding. In Haiti, for example, Christian schools now outnumber government schools. In countries like El Salvador and Nicaragua, one can find hundreds of Christian schools. Many of these schools are small and struggling. What we can we do to support them?

One answer is the recently formed consortium of educational associations called REEDUCA. REEDUCA stands for “Redes de Educación Cristiana de las Américas,” a “Network of Christian Education in the Americas.” It all started last October when Joel Huyser, co-director of Christian Reformed World Missions in Latin America, convened a consultation in Miami, Florida. Representatives from a dozen organizations came together to explore ways and means of promoting Christian schooling in Latin America. These included folks from Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, Dominican Republic, Haiti, the U.S., and Canada. John Van Dyk represented Alta Vista. 

The group agreed to form REEDUCA. REEDUCA is not so much a new organization as a community of “dialog partners.” Its vision is “to function as a network of dialog partners working together with the result that information and resources are shared and strategies facilitated among agencies and organizations engaged in the growth and development of Christian schools in Latin America.” Four specific strategies were adopted:

1. Training of teachers and forming teams that can multiply what is being taught 

2. Leadership training and institutional development, particularly for associations of schools 

3. Regional research teams to investigate educational needs and write on specific themes related to the research

4. Development of a model curriculum at the associate level, which can then be negotiated with local evangelical colleges and which can be used to define themes for workshops and writing projects.

Daniel Aragon, educational director at the Nehemiah Center in Nicaragua, was appointed as the project director and facilitator.

Since the October 2008 meeting, strategies 1 and 2 have become functional. For example, Daniel has traveled to Guatemala, the Dominican Republic, and Haiti, to conduct seminars on biblical worldview and explore potential for local development. He submitted extensive, encouraging reports. Meanwhile, in January Bruce Hekman of Calvin College, one of the “dialog participants,” conducted leadership training sessions in Nicaragua.

In late March 2009, the REEDUCA group reconvened in Managua to hear reports and updates, and to consider the implementation especially of strategies 3 and 4. John Van Dyk of Alta Vista presented a paper outlining ways in which local research might be conducted in the various locations, as well as a proposal for the construction of a “trans-national” curriculum for teacher education at the university level. As expected in Latin America, the ensuing discussion was lively! 

The group constructed a preliminary instrument to survey the needs of Christian schools in the region. Daniel will coordinate the efforts to obtain a clear picture of the educational situation in each of the represented countries. The findings will obviously influence how we intend to develop an appropriate curriculum.

The group decided to work on curriculum in close conjunction with Martin Luther University in Managua. The dean of the university, Jose Rojas, participated in the discussions and offered assistance. He will research the legal and government rules and requirements for teacher education programs and their accreditation.

Alta Vista will be much involved in the continuing work of REEDUCA. For one thing, two of our senior members, Elaine Brouwer and John Van Dyk, have provided services to AMECES, a Christian educational association in Mexico. At the next REEDUCA meeting, representatives from AMECES will be present. Possibly interested groups in South America will join in as well. John will continue to work with both Martin Luther University and educators in Haiti in an effort to construct a meaningful and workable curriculum.

In all, the Spirit of God is moving in the educational arena in Latin America. Our challenging task is to follow closely.
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